[One hundred years of orthopedics in the Netherlands. VIII. Pediatric orthopedics].
Orthopaedic disorders in children differ in type from those in adults: most frequent are congenital anomalies and disorders of growth and development. The special nature and relative rarity of these conditions justify the separate development of this branch of the discipline. Fractures almost always heal normally after closed reduction and immobilization in a plaster cast; fractures close to epiphyseal discs and in joints require special attention. Slipping of the upper femoral epiphysis necessitates surgical fixation of the epiphysis. Benign bone tumours occur relatively often and mostly require no surgical intervention. The prognosis of solid malignant bone tumours has improved since the introduction of (neo)adjuvant chemotherapy and limb-sparing surgery. In case of difference in leg length, the length of both legs is predicted with the aid of roentgenological measurements. Inhibition of the growth of the longer leg gives rise to fewer complications than lengthening of the short leg. The essence of the treatment of growth disorders due to abnormal ossification of the cartilage is to monitor the natural repair process and to intervene if permanent malformation threatens.